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“UlICLE  SAM*S  FOREST  .RANGERS”  (#116) 

12:50  - 1:30  PM  AUGUST  24,  1934  FRIDAY 


ANNOUNCER;  And  now  - "Uncle  Sam's  Forest  Rangers 
ORCHESTRA;  QUARTET : RAIIGER  SONG 

ANNOUNCER;  At  any  tiaa©  of  the  year  when  fair  weather  has  persisted 
for  an  extended  period  and  the  leEvf  litter  on  the  forest  floor  lias 
become  dry  enough  to  burn,  there  is  danger  of  fireo  The  Forest  officers 
have  this  fact  constantly  in  mind  and  anxiously  watch  the  humidity  of 
the  air,  the  wind  velocity,  and  the  moisture  content  of  the  forest  floor 
as  indicators  of  the  fire  hasardo  They  have  learned  that  low  humidity 
end  high  winds  usually  bring  trouble o The  rangers  up  at  the  Pine  Cone 
Ranger  Station  have  been  fairly  fortunate  this  year  so  faro  They  have 
been  able  to  control  the  few  fires  that  started,  without  serious  losso 
But  they  are  keeping  constantly  on  the  alert o - “ - As  we  tun©  in  today 
we  find  Ranger  Jim  Robbins  at  his  desk  and  his  assistant,  Jerry  Quick, 
is  just  entering  the  office  o Here  they  are  - ~ 

JIM:  (CALLING)  Oh,  Jerry o 

(OFF)  Yeah?  What  do  you  want? 


JERRY 


JIM: 

JEHRY: 

JIM2 

JERRY s 

JIMS 

JERP.YS 

JIM: 


JERRY: 

JIMS 

JERKY; 

BESS; 

JERRY: 

BESS: 

JIM: 
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It's  seven  o'clock  - time  to^  take  tke.  btaaidlty  reading  ^ 

(COMING  CLOSER)  I was  Qiist  coming  in  to  get  the  psychrometer 
It *8  sure  hot  and  close  this  morning,  Jerry o I wish  it 
would  raino  I»ni  gettin*  so  I canH  sleep  for  worrying 
about  fires o 

We*ve  been  lucky  so  fsJ?  this  year,  but  (LAUGHS)  better 
apply  some  of  your  own  philosophy,  Jimo 
Fires  need  more  than  philosophy,  when  they  break,  Jerry.; 
Don't  I know  it.^  But  you*re  always  telling  me  not  to  cross 
my  bridges  till  I get  to  themo  (LAUGHS) 

(CHUCKLES)  You’re  right,  son<.  All  ws  can  do  is  to  be 
prepared  for  any  emergency o Is  everything  ready  for  a 
quick  get  away? 

All  set  to  go,  Jimo  Say  where  is.  that  psychrometer  ~ 

Well,  you  had  it  lasto  What  did  you  do  with  it  “ 

I swear  I hung  it  up  in  the  regular  place  last  night o 
(CALLS)  Oh,  Mrs-  Robbins 
(COMING  IN)  What  is  it,  Jerry? 

Say,  Mrso  Robbins,  did  you  see  my  weather  inetrumente  you 
know  that  sling  psychrometer. 

Yes,  Jerry,  you  left  it  on  the  dining  room  table  last  night 
and  I put  it  on  the  buffet  (GOING  OGG)  I'll  get  it.^ 

Uh  huh*  What  have  I told  you  about  a place  for  everything 
6ind  everything  in  its  place o You’d  lose  the  thermometer 
too  if  it  wasn't  fastened  up  there.; 


JIMY; 


JIM: 

BESS: 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

(SOUND; 

JIM; 


JERRY; 

JIMS 

JERRY; 

JIM; 


JERRY; 
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I guess  that’s  righto  Mf'ry  came  in  and  I - 
Noi?  don’t  put  the  blame  on  the  schoolma’amo 
(COMING  IN)  Here  it  is,  Jerry o 
Thanks,  Mrs=  Robbins « 

Htirry  up  and  get  those  readings,  son©  I want  to  compare 
with  the  Lookout  when  he  reports® 

(GOING  OUT)  I’ll  have  ’em  in  just  a minute,  Jimo 
PHONE  RINGS) 

(ANSWERING  PHONE)  Hello  “ Good  morning  Ernie.  How’s  the 
weather  on  Windy  Peak  this  morning?  -*  Wait  till  I get  a 
pencil  there,  let  ’ex  go®  Tea^erature,  78  degrees, 
humidity,  18  percent,  wind  velocity  15  miles®  Yeah  that’s 
bad  - Jerry’s  just  taking  his  data  ~ wait,  here  he  comes 

nowo 

(COMING  UP)  Jim  the  humidity  is  down  to  10 
Sxjfferin’  cate  I That’s  the  lowest  its  been  this  year® 

How’s  the  wind? 

Just  a breese®  Gage  shows  eight  miles  an  hour,  and  the 
temperature  is  84® 

(TO  PRONE)  Hello  Ernie  Humidity  is  osily  10  down  here  and 
the  thermometer  says  84®  Ths-t’s  a good  start  for  a hot 
dry  day®  How’s  the  haze?  Thick  In  the  southeast® 

Well,  keep  on  your  toes^  Ernie  No  we  haven’t  heard  from 
Bald  Mountain  yet®  If  there’s  anything  new  I’ll  call  you® 
Goodbye®  (HANGS  UP) 

WhS-t  do  you  think  we  better  do,  Jim? 


Jill  5 


JERRY 2 


IIUSIGAL 

BESS: 

JERRY; 

BESS; 

JERRY: 

(RHONE 

JERRY: 


Page 

I reokon  we'd  better  postpone  tbet  trip  to  Spring  Creek 
and  sit  tight  today.  I'll  check  the  fire  equipment  and 
you  can  work  on  that  special  campground  report  — 

(GOIHS  off)  you  better  phone  Dave  up  at  the  CCC  camp  and 

tell  him  to  hold  a fire  crei?  in  camp.. 

OK,  boss.  (RIHGS  PHOHE)  Hello,  Judith,  mil  you  ring  the 
000  oemp  please.  The  line  is  busy?  Yes,  I'll  bold  it,  yes, 
it's  awful  hot  — Thanks  — Eellc  Captain  Walsh?  This  is 
Cjuick,  Captain  - May  I speak  to  the  Superintendent?  ~ Yes 
thank  you-  (PAUSE)  Hello,  Dave.  How's  every  little  thing 
this  morning?  - Good  - Yeah,  conditions  ere  bad  this  morning 
Dave  - yes,  the  humidity's  down  to  ten  — That's  right. 

Jim  wants  you  to  bold  a fire  squad  handy.  - — Twenty  five? 
That's  fine.  Better  tell  all  the  foremen  to  be  ready  to  go 
if  we  need  'em.  That's  the  ticket  — yes  - so  long,  Dave. 

(HAMG  S UP) 


TMTERLDDE 

(COMIHG  IH)  Jerry  do  you  suppose  you  could  stop  work  long 
enough  to  sample  these  jelly  tarts? 

Gee,  Mxso  Robbins,  you  bet  I can  - 
Where *s  Jim  - he’s  fond  of  themo 

(TALKIHG  WITH  MOUTH  FUbb)  He  went  out  to  the  tool  house. 
Gee  these  tarts  are  good- 

rings’) 

Who  do  you  suppose  that  is 
Oh,  I hope  it’s  not  a firec 


BESS: 


JERRY: 


JIM; 

JERRY: 

JIM; 


JERKY; 

BESS; 

JIM; 


5. 

(ANSWERIHG  PHOSS)  Hello  - yeab,  this  is  the  ranger  station  - 
Quick  tEvlking  - Oh  hello,  Pete  - I hear  yeaho  Dxie  north, 
huh«  West  side  of  Cloud  Peak© 

(COMING  IN  HURRIEDLY)  I thought  I heard  that  phone  ring— 

What  you  got,  Jerry? 

Just  a minute,  Pete  - (TO  JIM)  Pete’s  got  a fire  west  side 
of  Cloud  Peako 

Let  me  have  it (TO  PHONE)  Hello  Pete  »*  what  does  it  look 

like?  Wind  driving  it?  Boiling  up  like  a mushroom,  eh?  Vfell 
you  stand  by  with  your  radiophone.  1*11  call  you  as  soon  as 
we  get  there  - (HANGS  UP)  (GROANS)  I just  felt  it  in  mj 
bones  this  morning,  Jerrvc  (SMPPILY)  Get  out  the  pick-up, 
while  I phone  the  campr^ 

(BOIKG  OFF)  Right  away,  Jim„ . 

Oh,  I hope  it’s  not  a bad  fire,  Jim. 

It’s  apt  to  be,  Bess  (BINGS  PHONE)  Hello,  Juditho  Give  me 
the  OCC  camp,  please.  Yes  - toward  Cloud  Peak.  Thanks  “ 
Hello  Captaino  This  is  Eobbinso  We  got  a fire  - I want 
t>  talk  to  Dave.  - He’s  not?  A^y  of  the  foremen  there? 

Pe^ul  Green,  eh?  Good,  tie  him  on  - Oh,  1*11  hold  it  all  right 
(pause)  Hello,  Paulc  There’s  a fire  up  on  the  creeks.  I 
want  your  twenty— five  man  outfit^  tools,  mess  kit,  everything 
complete c Yes,  up  the  gulch  - we ‘11  be  right  along,  and 
catch  you  before  you  get  to  Cloud  Peak.  - Right,  G’bye. 

(HANGS  UP)  (CALLS)  Bess? 


BESS; 


Yes,  Jim,  I*ve  got  your  things  all  ready ^ Here*s  your 
overalls  and  gloves  and  your  canteeiio  Do  he  careful^  not?^ 

J im  o 
(DOOR  OPENS) 

JIM:  I will,  Besso  Stick  around  the  phone,  won*t  you?  Good  bye 


(KISSES) 

BESS;  1*11  be  right  here,  Jimo 

JERRY;  (OFF)  Goodbye 

(TRUCK  ROARS  AWAY) 

(MUSICAL  INTERLUDE) 

(ROAR  OF  TRUCKS  - BOY  VOICES) 
PINKIE;  (ABOVE  THE  ROAR)  Better 
ketchin*  upo 

voice;  I*ni  givin*  *er  all  she’s 

(ROAR  OF  TRUCKS  UP) 

PINKIES  Yepr,  They*?®  P©?ty  near 


(CALLS)  Goodbye  boyso 


step  on  *er,  Ray,  them  rangera  is 
got,  Pinkie c. 

here.-  That  ranger  Jerry  is  sure 


- ' t ).i 


steppin*  on  it 
(OAR  ROARS  UP)  (STOPS) 

JERRY;  (OFF  CALLS)  Say,  Green,  take  the  left  rosd->  Lemme  get  in 
the  lead,  will  you  - 

JIM;  Wait  a.  minute,  Jerry » (CALLS)  Pinkie,  come  hexCo  (TO  ^jEPRY) 


I may  need  a messengero  , 

PINKIE;  (RUNNING  UP)  Whatoha  want,  Mister  Jim? 

JIK;  Olimb  in..  1*11  tell  you  later.  (CAR  STARTS)  (CALLS)  Follow 

fast  you  can,  Paul  - 
(TRUCKS  ROAR  - FADE) 

(FADING  ROAR  OF  MOTOR  COMES  TO  STOP) 


JIM: 

JERRY: 


i 


Ps^;e  7* 


JIM; 


PINKIE; 

(TRUCKS 

JIM; 

PINK; 

JIM; 

PINKIE; 

JIM: 

PINKIE: 

JIM: 


Tiiie  is  as  far  as  you  can  go,  Jerry 

Yep.  I»ll  watt  for  the  boys  and  tahe  *em  up  the  hill - 
They're  right  behind « 

I»m  gonna  cliEib  V?hlte  Butte  here  on  the  other  side  and  try 
to  get  a look  at  the  fire«  Here,  Pink,  your  job  is  to 
carry  this  radiophone®  Be  careful  with  it ^ 

A radio?  Gee  I I - I thought  it  was  a telley  phone  o 
COME  UP  - STOP  - BOYS  VOICES) 

It*s  just  ^ wireless  telephone,  Pink.  Here,  help  me  put  p 

up  this  aerial o 

Sure  pope  Where  * bouts? 

Climb  that  tree  and  fasten  it  to  that  limb.  Hurry  it  up. 

(OFF)  How's  *bout  right  here? 

That's  fineo  - Now,  we *11  try  to  get  Pete  over  at  Bald  Peak 
lookout  6 

(EXCITEDLY)  Gee  I How  d»yuh  do  it.  Mister  Jime 

Keep  still,  you'll  see,  —-’(DRONES)  X A Q ’S  A Q X A Q - 

calling,  X A X Are  you  ready?  Go  ahead  (PAUSE)  Good  boy 
Pete,  I'm  up  on  White  Butte®  Jerry's  on  the  fire  with  a 
bunch  of  the  CCC  boye^  Can't  sea  much  but  smoke  from  hereo 
How  does  it  look  to  you?  Go  ahead  (PAUSE)  That  listens  good 
Pete,  we'll  gat  it  if  the  wind  don't  freshen®  Phone  the  OCO 
camp  and  tell  the  Comraandtng  officer  to  get  word  to  Dave  to 
have  50  more  men  ready  to  leave  on  call©  Then  phone  the 
Supervisor's  office  and  give  him  a full  report.  I'll  call 
you  egain  in  thirty  minutes.  So  long®  Oh,  wait  a minute, 
Pete®  ~ Pinkie  is  with  me®  I'll  let  him  say  Hello  to  you® 
.He*B  about  to  crowd  me  off  this  rock®  Here,  Pink® 


PINKIE! 


JIMS 

PINKIES 

JIMS 

PINKIES 

JIM! 

MUSICAL  I 

PINKIES 

JIM: 

PINKIE: 

JIM: 

JERKY: 

(CRACKLE 

JERRY: 

PINKIE: 

(ROAR  OF 
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Hello!.  How  axe  yioli  Pete?  Hello*  Hello'  He  don  t 
anser,  Mr.  Robbins,  recKon  ne  rung  off 

Ho,  he's  there,  Pinl:»  See,  y'we  got  t<  throis  this  switch 
each  time*.  Go  shead,  Petco  (PAUSE) 

I hear  him  Mr.  Robbins*  (PAUSE)  I heard  him  say,  "Hello,  |)( 

Pinkie,  go  ahead  Jim-"  Hot  dogt  Wait  till  I tell  the  boys  < ^ 

..  .’f'' 

about  that  o 

OK,  Pete,  anything  more?  If  not  I«ll  sign  off..  Go  ahead 
(PAUSE)  All  right  - come  on  now,  boy,  vre»ll  beat  it  to  the 

firep.  ... 

Gee!!  Mxo  Robbins,  can’t  ytih  give  me  a smoke- chaser  30b, 

stiddyo 

(CHUCKLES)  We'll  see,  my  boy,  - maybe,  when  you  get  a little 


(coughs)  TH'  smoke's  thicker'n  hair  on  a dog,  Mister  Jim. 

(coughs)  It’s  any  way  that  thick,  Pink.^  Walt  a minute  ^ 

(VOICES  off)  (crackle  of  FIRE) 

I hear  th'.„kids,  Mister  Jim,  and  Ranger  Jerry’s  right  up  | 

there o ^ 

(CALLS)  Key,  Jerry o How’s  she  coming? 

(off)  Tough  enough,  Jim,  can’t  hardly  keep  it  down 

OF  FIRE  UP) 

(CALLS)  Hi,  Paul  - over  here  - th’  pump  qiiok. 

(SKCITSPLY)  Hot  dogl  ' Look  at  the  fire  climb  that  tree* 

FIRE  IN  TREES)  (FOOTSTEPS  RUSHING)  (VOICES) 


JERRY: 


-t 


'A 
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(coughing)  Saved  ber  again,  Jimo  Darned  ne^r  singed  my  hair 
off  though. 

(coughing)  Mine,  too^.  Come  out  of  that  smoke  a minute,  Slimo 
■ That’s  fine  work,  Jerry,  if  we  hold  it  when  it  crowns  like 
that  we’re  lucky., 

JERRY:  We’re  lucky  to  find  water  eloseo  We  couldn’t  hold  It  without 

the  pusip* 

(FIRE  ROARS  AGAIN) 

Get  it,  boys.  Hurry,  Slim.  'At  a boy.  (FIRS  DIES) 
(BREATHLESSLT)  Tbanl;  goodness,  me  got  it  again  (COUGHS) 

Darn  th*  smoke « 

Ducky  the  — mind's  blomln'  downhlllo  Suess  you've  got  'er 
nom.  I'll  go  clear  around  and  check  up  on  it,  nom. 

Go  ahead,  Jimo  I can  hold  ito 
Come  on,  Pinkp  I want  a use  that  p^one  again  c 
Check  up  on  Cecil’s  squad,  Jimo  They’re  running  a guard  line 

down  the  west  sid©o 
Yep,  we  may  have  to  back-fire  eomeo 

(COUGHING)  This  is  just  like  a fire  in  a church.  Mister  Jimc 
How’s  that  - a fire  in  a church? 

(LAUGHS  - COUGHS)  Holy  smoke o 

(chuckles)  Darned  little  runto  Get  along  of  I’ll  Holy  Smoke 
youo 

(CHOPPING  - CRACKLE  OF  FIRE  - BOYS  VOICES  ~ OFF) 

(OFF)  Hi,  BudI  Come  hereo  Better  start  that  back  fire  now 


JERPY; 

JIMS 

JERRY: 

JIM: 

JEPJlYs 

JIMS 

PINKIEg 

JIMS 

PINKIE: 


JERRY; 


JIw: 

JERRY: 

JIE: 

JERRY: 

JIM: 

(30UMD  OF 
JERRY: 

PIHKIE: 

JIM: 

pimss 

JIM: 

JIM; 

PimE: 


Fage  10.  M 

(OOalHG  UP)  Hold  'er  t minute,  Jer.Ty;  I tiant  a check  up 

' / 

first o Row’s  the  line  cornin’?  ; 

Fairly  good,  Jim 

Are  you  getting  deer  through  the  duff?  It's  pretty  deep  up  ll 

herco  -M 

I'll  tell  the  worldo  Two  feet  in  those  thick  spruces -»  But  >^|| 

we're  gettin'  clear  down  to  the  soilo  .mM 

Thsfs  the  stuff,  Can-t  hack-fire  safely  unless  you  do.  ;M 

•pears  to  he  all  right,  Jerry.  Go  ahead. 

miHG)  (TOICE  SHOUTS  "TIMBER)  ,;JH  ■ 

(OALIjS)  Watoh  out.  Pinkie.  Bud's  gonna  fall  that  snag.  : , J - 

Look  o-u-t  (ROIISIHG  STEPS)  {CRASH  OF  FALLING  SEAG) 

Hey  are  ;nih  hurt?  /|s|| 

KaWj  never  teohed  meo 

(gruffly)  What  in  thunder  didja  wanta  jump  under  it  for 
young  fella? 

Aw  gee.  Mister  Jim,  I layed  that  radio  telleyphone  dcmn-t« 
rest  a minute,  and  I just  had  to  S8.ve  it  1| 

(HUSKILY)  Yeaho  I reckon  you  did.  Come  on,  we’ll  go  use 
a minute o (GOIRG  OFF)  Be  back  shortly,  Jerry.  f| 


(PAUSE)  '-'''M 

All  right,  help  me  stick  up  this  aerial  again,  Pink,  between  ^ ^ 

these  trees-  (PAUSE)  That's  the  way  - good  — There  now 
we’re  all  set.  XAQ*  X A q,  celling  X A Xo  Are  you  there? 

1 k q,  calling  X k X ^ If  you*xe  there,  go  ahead*  (PAUSE) 

.Can't  eeem  to  get  him* 


Geer  I hope  it  ain’t  broke 


JIM: 


PINKIE; 

JIM: 

PINKIE; 

(FADEOUT 
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1*11  try  agaiii.  K A X A calling  :<  A X,  go  aXiead 
(PAUSE)  I get  yah,  Pete..  I'm  up  at  the  fire.  We've  got 
it  under  control,  I believe o Do  you  hear  me  all  right?  Go 
ahead  (PAUSE)  Fineo  I want  you  to  phone  Dave  to  send 
about  ten  boys  to  patrol  the  line  tonight.  And  phone  Mrs. 
Robbias  that  I won*t  be  home  till  morn! ago  Better  repeat 
so  that  I know  you  get  Ito  Go  ahead o (PAUSE)  Yes,  that's 
right.  I'm  gonna  stay  and  let  Jerry  go  in  with  the  boyso 
He  can  relieve  me  in  the  morning.  So  longo  Signing  off  “ 
Geeo  Ccm  ,yuh  tie  that  I Say,  Mr*  Robbins,  can  I stay  with 
you  on  that  fire  tonight.' 

We'll  see,  Pinkie.  Why? 

Gosh,  I gotta  take  care  of  that  radio  telleyphoneo 
WITH  JIM  CHUCKLING) 


i-  A 


-t 


announcers  V*eli,  they  got  the  fire  stopped  all  rights  - Rapid 
comonmlcatioa  is  essential  to  effective  forest  fire  control,  smd  the 
Forest  Service  is  using  every  possible  means  to  speed  up  the  attack » 

Radio  is  proving  an  important  means  of  emergency  communication,  and 
this  year,  the  Forest  Service  has  more  than  600  stations  in  the 
National  Forests  of  the  country,  equipped  with  radio  apparatus  especially 

designed  by  Forest  Service  officers. 

Rangers  are  meeting  a bad  forest  fire  situation  this  year. 

Lightning,  abbetted  by  drought,  has  caused  h^vy  losses  from  fires  ana 


number  of  National  Forests  and  several  thousand  men  have  had  to  be  called 


to  the  fixe  lines  to  combat  the  flameso  So  far,  however,  the  Forest 


Service  with  its  highly  developed  fire  protection  organization. reenforced  | 


by  many  camps  of  CCC  men,  h^*-8  been  able  to  control  most  of  the  fij.es 


QUICKLY  AMD  KEEP  DOVTK  THE  Percentage  of  large  fires o But  man-caused  fires  ^ 
have  shown  a SC*  percent  increase  this  year.  Here  is  what  Roy  Headley,  : 
in  charge  of  Opere^tions  in  the  U.  So  Forest  Service,  eaye;  "We  are' 
faciz^  extremely  unfavorable  climatic  conditions  this  year^’o  He  says 
"The  early  beginning  of  dry  weather  in  the  West,  with  poor  woodsmanship 
on  the  part  of  some  of  the  millions  of  users  of  the  National  Forests, 
resulted  in  a 50  percent  increase  in  man-caused  fires.  Carelessness  of 
a relatively  few  smokers  and  others  results  in  such  a number  of 
needless  fires  that  the  whole  public  is  made  to  appear  ignorant  of  how 
to  use  their  wooded  areas  without  deetxoyiJig  theiKo  Four  out  of  five 
fires  in  the  National  Forests  are  extinguished  before  they  reach 
dangerous  el2e,'^but  the  best  of  speed  and  preparedness  cannot  catch  them 
all  when  weather  and  fuel  conditions  are  adverse o Forest  officers  are 
appealing  to  all  forest  visitors  to  be  careful  with  their  smokln;.  and 
with  other  uses  of  firec" 


4» 
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